
It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age 

of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of 

Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, we 

had everything before us, we had nothing before us, we were all going direct to heaven, we were 

all going direct the other way... 

Charles Dickens description of life before the French Revolution seems oh so fitting for 

Holy Week as Jesus enters triumphantly into Jerusalem at the start of the week but is tragically 

crucified before the sun sets at the end of the week. 

Holy Week is the best of times for it is a time of fulfillment. Jesus is the long-awaited 

Messiah, the Son of God, the savior of the world. It is the worst of times for those he came to 

save condemned him to death.  

It is the age of wisdom: God definitively reveals himself to man. “For God so loved the 

world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might 

have eternal life” (Jn 3:16). It was the time of belief as the women stood at the foot of the cross 

in Jesus’s hour of agony. It was a time of disbelief as Judas betrayed Jesus, Peter denied Jesus 

three times, and the other apostles save John, abandoned Jesus in his hour of need.  

It was the season of Light as the Good Thief learned on the cross when Jesus promised 

him: “Today you will be with me in paradise” (Lk 23:43). It was the season of Darkness as the 

crowd yelled “Crucify him, Crucify him.”  

It was the spring of hope for Jesus suffered death to set us free from sin. It was the winter 

of despair as Satan appeared to be victorious. 

We had everything before us. Jesus had gathered his disciples for the Last Supper and 

changed bread and wine into his Body and Blood. On the cross he offered his Body and Blood 

for us. “Take this, all of you, and drink from it, for this is the chalice of my Blood, the Blood of 

the new and eternal covenant, which will be poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness 

of sins. Do this in memory of me” (EP II). 

We had nothing before us. “Darkness came over the whole land until three in the 

afternoon because of an eclipse of the sun. Then the veil of the temple was torn down the middle. 

Jesus cried out in a loud voice, ‘Father, into your hands I commend my spirit’; and when he had 

said this, he breathed his last” (Lk 23:44-46). No one went directly to heaven. In fact, Jesus went 

the other way. He descended into the utter darkness of death. For our sake he suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell” in order to set the just 

free (Creed). 

We cannot read the Passion of our Lord without reflecting on our own lives. How many 

times have we nailed Jesus to the cross by our deliberate and grave sins? How many times have 

we betrayed Jesus by denying him? How many times have we abandoned Jesus by looking out 

for ourselves instead of reaching out to help our neighbor in need? 

It is the best of times for we are all beloved children of God. It is the worst of times for 

we have not always lived up to the dignity of our calling. It is the age of wisdom as the Church 

continues to grow in holiness through all the good its members do to build up the Kingdom of 

God. It is the age of foolishness as we turn from the truth Jesus taught to embrace passing fads. It 

is a time of belief as we thank God for all he has done for us personally. It is a time of 

incredulity, as we shake our heads with all that is wrong and sinful in our day and age. It is the 

season of Light, for Christ has conquered sin and death. It is the season of Darkness as war rages 

in Ukraine and the fragility of our planet is in peril. It is the spring of hope, for God’s mercy 

knows no limits. It is the winter of despair whenever we turn from God’s love and mercy. We 



have everything before us in the salvation our Lord offers us. We have nothing before us if we 

reject his love.  

God’s plan is for all to join him in heaven, but the path is not direct. We are all 

challenged to pick up our cross and to follow Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the Life. We are 

challenged to unite our suffering with the cross of Christ to help build the kingdom of God by a 

life of sacrifice and service. 

“At the name of Jesus every knee should bend, of those in heaven and on earth and under 

the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” for 

ever and ever. Amen. (Phil 2:10-11). 

   


